
 

 

1 

 
 Annual report and financial statements of the Parochial Church Council of St James, Christow   
For the year ended 31 December 2025 

 
  
 
Mission Statement 
In response to God’s love revealed in Jesus Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to promote 
Christian faith, worship and living. 
 
Services 
The regular pattern of services amongst the churches in our Mission community continue. A telephone service, 
with hymns, readings and intercessions by lay members was held for the group at 9 am on Sundays. This  
service was  led by the rector  or lay members. This has allowed people who are not normally able to access 
the church building to join in worship. The average attendance of telephone services across the benefice is 20.  
There is a 10:30am Holy Communion service in at least one church in the group every Sunday, with at least one 
a month at St James, Christow and we often join with other churches in our mission community for services 
together. We welcome everyone in the community including those visiting from further afield. Children are 
welcome to play or do some colouring in our Children’s Corner at the rear of the church. Additionally Messy 
church took place in the Teign Valley community hall. The average Sunday service attendance is 21 adults over 
16 years of age. The worshipping community is 22. There were 2 weddings and 4 funerals during the year and 
2 baptisms. 
  
The “Open the Book” assemblies run by members of all 6 parishes in the three local primary schools continues. 
St James Church services, and group events and a monthly letter from the vicar or curate continue to be 
published in Teign Unity, the magazine covering the parishes of Ashton, Bridford, Christow, Doddiscombsleigh, 
Dunchideock and Dunsford. 
 
Curate   
We welcomed Rev Elizabeth Burren as curate for a year. She was an invaluable member of the team and we 
wish her well in her new diocese.  
 
Rector 
We congratulated our rector Rev Ruth Frampton on her commission as an Anna Chaplain in March and in 
November as a Prebendary at Exeter Cathedral.  
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Fundraising  

 Contributions to the church can be made using QR codes which are included on the online service sheets and 

by donations in church. Contributions can also be made using the CollecTin device. 
PCC members provided cakes, cream teas etc at Christow show in August 2025 which raised over £1000. There 
was a Messy church display with activities for children which was very popular with  children and their families 
attending. Mother’s Day posies made by church members and sold via the village shop raised over £20 and 
helped promote the mission community. 
 
Activities 
The  Devon Pilgrim walk, Eden Way took place in June. St James church members provided refreshments for 
the walkers . 

There was a Lent group moving round each of the six churches, using Paula Gooder’s book 
“Journey to the Empty Tomb” for everyone attending to grow in faith and understanding. 
 
The practice of giving a relevant book or similar to children up to 12 years old, on the anniversary of their 
christening, is continued. 
The  Christow Church Cafe  moved from the school to church after a pause over the summer and continues  
Thursday mornings 10-11am.  
There was a harvest lunch held in church, and the proceeds  of £118.90 was given to Teign Valley Larder . 
Christow school held its Harvest festival, Christingle service and Carol services in church. Art work from school 
is regularly displayed in church.  
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There was a Carol service with mulled wine and mince pies, and a  Christmas Day communion service. 
The PCC has welcomed the Teign Valley larder continued stay situated in the back of the church with suitable 
screens shielding it. 
 
Safeguarding 
The PCC has complied with the duty under section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline Measure 2016 
(duty to have regard to House of Bishops’ guidance on safeguarding children and vulnerable adults). 
The Health and Safety policy continues to be implemented. PCC members, church cafe volunteers and sides 
people have attended or completed online  Safeguarding courses . 
 
Bell ringing  
 The bell ringing continues under the captaincy of Tom Archer with invaluable support from fellow ringers from 
Bovey and Moretonhampstead. The bells are rung for services, weddings and funerals with practice on Thursday 

evenings. The bells were also rung on VE Day on  8 May and on 31 May they completed the 100 change Devon 
Association Centenary ring. Teams were entered into two competitions both in the novice and intermediate 
sections, achieving a second place in the novice and a fourth in the intermediate, winning the silver Rose Bowl! 
The ringers have taken apart in several outings and organise their own, very enjoyable outing in August. An 
open day was held in May in the church, to promote bell ringing along with a stall at Christow show. The ringers 
have also enjoyed several social events throughout the year. Anyone interested in learning more about bells and 
the art of bell ringing is most welcome to join us on a Thursday evening. 

 
 
 
 
Fabric report. 
The Unofficial friends of St James continues to meet to carry out maintenance work, mostly keeping weeds at 
bay. 
The lightning conductor was serviced. 
 
 
The Deanery Synod representative attended some of the Deanery Synod meetings during 2025. 
 
Structure, Governance and Management 
The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules. The Council 
comprises the Incumbent, the Churchwarden, those elected to the Deanery Synod, and other member(s) who 
are elected at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting, by those on the Electoral Roll. Members of the 
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congregation are always encouraged to join the Electoral Roll, and to consider standing for election to the PCC. 
There are 21 people on the Roll.  
The PCC members are responsible for making decisions on all matters of general concern and importance in 
the parish, and for all financial matters. The PCC met 4 times during 2025 two of these meetings were joint 
meetings with Ashton and Bridford PCCs to reduce the number of meetings for the Incumbent to attend. Two 
PCC members (Adrian Canvin and Mark Whitehall) were  elected to the Mission Community Joint Council.  The 
Joint Council, consisting of representatives from all six parishes and clergy met 3 times to plan and coordinate 
services, and other activities in the Mission Community. 
The church administrator, Steve Cook, continues to work for the six parishes. 
 

 
Financial Review 
Total receipts were £15,761 and payments totalled £15,632 giving a small surplus for the year of £129. Income 
from standing orders and envelopes (planned giving) is virtually the same as last year, income from fund 
raising events is up by 19% thanks in part to a successful tea tent at the Christow show. We paid in full our 
contribution to the Diocesan “Parish share” which amounted to £7,924. That payment and the insurance 
premium of £2,929 were the main items of expenditure. There were no church repairs during this period.  
We currently have total funds of £25,838 held in cash at HSBC and CCLA. 
.  
 
Administrative Information 
The Church is situated at Village Rd, Christow, Exeter EX6 7LZ and is part of the Deanery of Kenn, in the 
Diocese of Exeter.  The correspondence address is: Crantock, Bridford Road, Christow, Exeter EX67PG. 
The PCC is a body corporate (PCC Powers Measure 1956, and the Church Representation Rules 2022) and a 
Charity excepted from registration with the Charity Commission. 
 
   
 
Ex Officio 
The incumbent The Rev’d Ruth Frampton Rector for Teign Valley & Haldon Hill Mission Community 
Curate Rev Elizabeth Burren  
Churchwarden Adrian Canvin  
Deanery Synod Representative Mark Whitehall  
Elected members: 
Lyn Sewell PCC secretary from April  9 2024 
Angela Trotter PCC Treasurer from April 20 2023 
Sue Whitehall from April 9  2024 
 
The members of the PCC would like to thank all the volunteers who work preparing the church for services,  
cleaning the church, arranging flowers, ringing bells, making cakes for the café and fundraising, locking and 
unlocking the church and taking part in working parties.  Our especial thanks go to our Churchwarden, Adrian 
Canvin and Elizabeth Burren our curate for one year.  
 
Approved by the PCC on  March  10  2026  and signed on its behalf by Rev Preb  Ruth Frampton 
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ADDENDUM TO ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR END 31.12.25 

 

It has come to light that there is an error with the Data Developments program with 
regards to any items posted on the 31.12.25.  

Any items posted on this date have been included within the bank balances and 
therefore reconciled. However they have been excluded from the Receipts and 
Payments account. 

There is one debit of £46.99 posted on the 31.12.25 which has been affected by this.  

Under the heading of Other Expenditure. The line Computer Software and Support 
should read £317.98 (£284.99) and the line Costs of Fetes and Other events should read 
£590.90 (£576.90). 

The surplus for the year is therefore now £82.25 (£129.24). 

This is currently still under investigation at Data Developments. 

 

 


